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S ER M O N, Ge. 


Rom. xiii. 4. 


He is the M. miſter of God to thee for Good. 


N theſe words we have the Kin gly 
Office, and, in conſequence of that, 
all civil Authority and Power, con- 

veyed to us under the idea of their being a 
common benefit to mankind. And unleſs 
we were to ſuppoſe, what indeed it would 
be abſurd to imagine, that the People were 
made for Kings, and not that Kings were 
appointed for the Good of the People, it is 


A obvious 


AY 


obvious that this muſt be the natural and 
true ate of the caſe, in all kinds of Go- 


vernment. 


| Wherefore that Subjection to the higher 
Powers, whereunto we are exhorted by the 
Apoſtle, ſhould always | be qualified by the 
conſideration, that the Good of mankind 
is the End of their Inſtitution, being or- 
dained by God, from whom all Power is 
derived, to this very purpoſe. 


And therefore if, i in x the accompliſhment 


of this deſirable purpoſe, they purſue the 
beneficent deſign of their appointment, the 
oppoſing or reſiſting them, 3 in the progreſs 
of ſo good a Work, would be reſiſting the 


Ordinance of God; who, as his Benevo- 
: lence 


| ( 3 1 

lence i is equally extenſive with his Omni- 
potence, requires that the Communications 
of his Power ſhould be regulated by the 
principles of Juſtice and Goodneſs. 


From whence we may obſerve, that the 
Value of every Mode of Government is to 
be eſtimated in proportion to the greater 
or leſſer Degree of Good which it is cal- 
culated to produce.—And as the true end 
of all Government is the Freedom and Secu- 
rity, the Proſperity and Happineſs, of thoſe 
who live under it; that Government which 
is beſt calculated to procure and diffuſe the 
higheſt Degree of thoſe Bleſſings, muſt be 
eſteemed the beſt.—But our happy Con- 
ſtitution is calculated to do this, above any 
Mode of Government i in the world, and 

A 2 juſtly 


E 

juſtly claims the preference, as effectually 
ſecuring to each Individual his Property, 
and the enjoyment of it with Freedom. | 


- Whereas it is far otherwiſe in all abſo- 
lute Government, where the Subject can- 
not truly ſay, that either his Property or his 
Perſon are ſtrictly his own; under which 
circumſtance he is not ſo properly a Sub- 


ject as a Slave. The apprehenſions of 
which muſt damp all generous Principles, 
muſt greatly diſcourage all kinds of Appli- 
cation and Induſtry, and contract the Com- 
mercial Views and Operations of the Sub- 
Jet within much narrower Bounds ; leſt, 
by enlarging his Fortunes too much, he 
might be in danger of becoming the Ob- 
ject of rapacious Power, as the Poſſeſſors 
bu; of 


1 
of ſuch Power can eaſily find pretences · for 
executing whatever their Ambition or their 
Avarice may ſuggeſt to them. 

For fo intoxicating is Power, that few 
men, very few indeed, are able to bear it. 


The man who is inveſted with Power, 
is beſieged by many enemies, not only from 
without, but from within himſelf, which 


are the more likely to betray him, as they 
always appear to him under the ſpecious 
diſguiſe of Friends. 


His Sycophants and Flatterers are ever 
ready to adminiſter to his projects of Am- 
bition, however oppreſſive, with a view to 


+ 


themſelves. vp. : . 


And 


| 
| 

| : 

© | 

| 
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And thoſe domeſtic Enemies within 
himſelf, his Reſentments and Paſſions, are 
ever ſolliciting the exertion of that Power, 


however au; to ati, their ſeveral de- 


mands. _ - 


This ſhall be the manner of your King, 
ſays Samuel to the Jewiſh People, upon 


their impious rejection of the Lord, that 


the Lord ſhould not reign over them.---- 
« This ſhall be the manner of the King 


ee that ſhall reign over you.” 


He will deprive you of your Liberty. — 
« He will take your Sons, and appoint 


e them for himſelf—for his Chariots—and 
"Wo be his Horſemen—and ſome ſhall run 
ce before his Chariots.” 


He 


| LF 1 
He will deprive you of your Property 
for © he will take your F ields, and your 
Vineyards, and your Oliveyards, even 
Lethe beſt of them, and give them to his 
Officers. pag 


In ſhort, he will make you Dependant 


This is the natural progreſs of Power 
unreſtrained, and may ſerve to point out 
to us, that deſpotic Power was not made 
for man, who is ſo unequal to the Burthen, 
that it generally intoxicates and over» 
whelms himſelf, and is always a ſore Grie- 
yance to thoſe who live under it, 


Wherefore 


[ fo ] 

© Wherefore it is highly expedient for the 
Good of the Community, in every Mode 
of Government, that the ſupreme Power, 
whether in One or in Many, ſhould be {6 
tempered and reſtrained by the Laws of the 
Community, as to anſwer the true end and 
purpoſe of all power; which is to protect 
and erg not to d 3 


He is the Miniſter of God to thee for 
Good! 


For though in the other Branch of his 
Character as not bearing the ſword in vain, 
but as being a Revenger to execute wrath 
upon thoſe that do Evil, it is abſolutely 
neceſſary to the Peace of Society, that he 
ſhould be armed with this kind of Power, 


as 


[ ix ] 
as there would be no living in Society 
without it; yet the moſt amiable and 
ſhining part of his Character conſiſts in the 
protection and praiſe of thoſe that do well, 
and promoting the common Utility. 


And how exactly does our happy Con- 
ſtitution coincide with this true Idea of all 
right Government, wherein the Preroga- 
tive of the King and the Rights of his 
People are ſo well adjuſted by the Laws 
of the Community, that the mutual exer- 
ciſe of their diſtin& and legal Rights, is 
productive of this common Utility ; un- 
der which limitation the legal Power of 
the King can never be oppreſſive to his 
People, being regulated by ſuch falutary 
Laws as were made and intended to work 
B for 


| [m2]. 
for their Good, —And the King, on the 
other hand, is equally guarded by the 
ſame Laws from the Lickxriousxzss and 
the Mapxzss of the People, the Laws be- 
ing the Umpire unto which both muſt ſub- 
mit for their mutual ſecurity. 


From whence it is obſerved by a Writer 
on this Subject, that our Scheme of Go- 
e yernment is the nobleſt, the moſt juſt, 
ce and the moſt exact that ever, perhaps, 
c was contrived ;—for it provides for the 
« Security and Happineſs of each Indivi- 
ce dual, though ever ſo inferior, and yet at 
ce the ſame time eſtabliſhes the Glory of 
« the Prince. It ſecures the Liberty of the 
“People, and yet ſtrengthens the Power 
« of the King.“ | 


And 
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And how pleaſing the Reflection, that 
we have this juſt Obſervation ſo fully veri- 
fied in the amiable Character of our moſt 
Gracious Sovereign, now upon the Throne 
of | theſe Realms; who is ſo far from ex- 
tending his Prerogative beyond its due 
bounds, that, like a tender Father of his 
Country, he is the moſt pleaſed, when ex- 
erting that Prerogative in promoting the 
Happineſs of his People.—As one inſtance 
of which J ſhall now only mention that 
Happineſs we are on this Day t the more ef] pe- 
cially met to celebrate under his Auſpicious 
Reign; who being truly ſenſible of the hea- 
vy Burthen and the diſmal Ravages of a 
moſt expenſive and deſtructive War, hath, 
in his Wiſdom and Goodneſs, n to 

B 2 his 


6 1 
his People the Bleſſings of a The _ 
Honourable Peace. 


But are we ſufficiently ſenſible of his 
Goodneſs? Have we the like humane and 
4 tender Concern for the Good of our Coun- 
try, that our moſt gracious Sovereign is 
_ pleaſed to exemplify upon every en 

for its Welfare! ES 7 


Ar e we ſufficiently ſenſible of our own 
Happineſs? Do we not pervert and abuſe 
It, by turning our LizeaTY into LIcENTI“- 


dovusxkss? 


Let us lay our hands upon our hearts, 
and ſeriouſſy conſider if we act uprightly, 


and 


"RT 00-40 
and as becometh true Citizens of our dion, 
upon this joyful occaſion. 


The mo 1 will own, I pre- 
ſume, that Peace in Itſelf is a deſirable 
Bleſſing. And if we further conſider i it, 
as having put a Period to that Haygex 
and DzsoLaTION ſpread abroad among 
the N ations, as well as among our own 
People, by the late extenſive and bloody 
War, this makes the Bleſſing ſtill more de- 
fable, and ſhould induce us, upon the 
common principles of Humanity, to com- 
memorate the Day with thankful hearts, 
which put a period to the DesTRUCTION 
and CaLAuITIEs of our. Fellow Creatures, 
by: reſtoring Peace to this our Land. 


B 3 Shall 


16 J 


Shall we then, as if totally inſenſible 
and regardleſs of the Feelings of Huma® 
nity—deaf to the Tears and Complaints 
of the Widow and the Orphan, wantonly 
purſue Conqueſts from which no public 


NATIONAL Apvanraczs can accrue, and 


which, if acquired, might have been pur- 


chaſed too dear ? 


Shall we then, fluſhed * elated with 
the Succeſs with which Heaven has hitherto 
been pleaſed to bleſs our Arms, preſump- 
tuouſſy build on the Continuance of this 


Succeſs, forgetting that, amidſt the preca- 


riousContingencies and Viciſſitudes of War, 
we are liable to a Rx VERSE of FoRTUNR, 


and that, by raſhly purſuing unprofitable 


| Conqueſts, we might be deprived of all 


thoſe 


1 1 
thoſe REAL ADVANTAGES we have now ob- 
tained by the Peace? which ſhews the great 
Penetration and Abilities of the Miniſter, 

and the Goodneſs of his heart, in ſteadily 
| purſuing ſuch Meaſures in ſo CRITICAL 
a SITUATION, as were for the PunLic 
Good, however they might be depreciated 
by the turbulent Clamours of prejudiced 
people.—Under which predic they will 
not allow themſelves to attend to the Truth 
of Facts, ſo much as to ſome circumſtince 
or other which have no real connection 
with thoſe Facts, and are therefore reſolved 
to find fault with the Peace, howeyer me- 
ritorious in itſelf But why? Only be- 
cauſe they diſlike the hand it eame from, 


Strange Perverſeneſs indeed! 
| | 1 


[18 ] 
As if a Bleſſing was to be depreciated 
or rejected, becauſe it is not conferred ori 
us in the manner we chuſe! | 


1s way of thinking and judging is ex- 
tremely difingeriuous, as every diſintereſt- 
ed and true Lover of his Country will ever 
prefer the Goop of the WHol to the Pre- 
judices and diſappointed Ambition of In- 
dividuals, and will with Unanimity concur 
in the generous Prineiples of true Patriot- 
iſm, and that public Oeconomy recom- 
mended to us from the Throne, ſo abſo- 
lutely neceflary after ſuch an zxorMovs 
ExyENCtk Of ME and TrxtasUrtts.—Por 
theſe alone can properly diſtinguiſh this 


memorable Ara; and, if heartily concurred 


in, 


0 [ 19 J 
in, would render this Nation the ApMIRa- 
TION and PRA1sE of the whole earth, 


Thus much, and much more might be 
faid, O happy Britain! for thy internal 
Security, being ſupported by ſuch Laws, 
as would make faſt the Bars of thy Gates, | 
and bleſs thy children within thee. 

"Wi. 
and rating external Security, we are 
equally happy in That—having the Arms 
of the Ocean for our Bulwark ; the guard- 
ing of which, by the Superiority of our 

Navyar Fokcx, is what our natural Situa- 
tion points out to us, and evidently de- 
notes that the ſupporting this Superiority, 


wherein our GREAT STRENGTH lies, is the 
moſt natural and effectual method we can 
C Se take 
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.take of repelling the Attacks, or chaſtiſing 
the „ of a foreign Enemy. 


To which we may add this farther cir- 
cumſtance of our Situation. That the 
means of our Defence are alſo the means 
of our Ex AL TAT TON and NATIONAL GRAN - 

- DEUR, in procuring to us a moſt abundan- 
dant increaſe of Riches and Affluence i in 
all manner of Stores, by our Trade and our 
Commerce with the remoteſt Regions of 

of the Globe. 

So that our MaRIT IMR STRENGTH does 
not-only eſtabliſh Peace within our Walls, 
but alſo brings Plenteouſneſs within our 
Palaces; and what is ſaid of Jeruſalem is 
ſtrictly applicable. to Great-Britain on this 


occaſion 


1 
cccaſion— e They ſhall proſper that love 
ge thee!” 1 ; 


0 


They ſhall proſper, as having all the 
means of Plenty and Proſperity in their 
Power, by their commercial Situation, and 
as having the Fruits of their application 
and diligence ſecured to them by this ani- 
mating conſideration, that whatever they 
legally acquire by their Commerce and 
| Induſtry, i is properly and ſtrictly their Own, 


They ſhall proſper that love thee, not only 
in the free enjoyment of their civil Rights 
and Liberties, but of their religious Ones 
alſo, being delivered from that ſpiritual 
| Tyranny which our Fathers were not able 


to bear, and releaſed from that unmanly 
Yoke 


\ 


| (= ] 
Yoke of Bondage into © the Liberty where: 
« with Chriſt nee us free. 

HFappy the Prince and his People who 
are in ſuch a caſe |—Whoſe civil and reli- 
gious Rights are a mutual Support to each 
other, and productive of that manly ſpirit; 
always the Reſult of true Freedom, which 
enables us to ſtand faſt againſt every en- 
croachment, whether religious or civil, 
in that Liberty wherewith our Laws and 
And 
therefore what is ſaid of Jeruſalem, may 
| likewiſe in this further ſenſe be applied to 
our happy Conſtitution, © which is built 
« as a City that is at Unity in itſelf.” 


our Religion have made us free. 


0 3 What 


ee © OF 
What pity would it then be, to ſee this 


WELL-COMPACTED and BEAUTIFUL Sys= 


TEM of GovEgRNMENT either weakened or 
defaced by our INTESTINE FACTIONS, or 
the BLIND Racs of PaxTy-Drvisions? 
The fomenting of which at this critical 
juncture, would ſhow that we are either 
not truly ſenſible of our Happineſs, or that 
we are unworthy of i it, by uſing that moſt 
ineſtimable Jewel, our LIBERTY, © as a 
ce cloak of Maliciouſneſs, and not as the 
e Servants of God: 1 810 


Let us ſhow thei by a conſcientious 
Diſcharge of our DuTy to Gop—of Love 
to our CounTRy—of a Loral ALLEGI- 


ANCE to the BEST of Kines—that we are 


not unworthy thoſe diſtinguiſhed Bleſſings, 
 where- i} 
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1 herewith we are ſo Peculiarly IRE: 


fed Hp a KIND ' PROVIDENCE. 


For as this well-timed Peace hath open- 
ed to us the pleaſing proſpect of future 
Quiet and Security from a foreign enemy, 


we may hope, by improving the Advantages 
it affords us, not only to enjoy the happy 
Fruits of it ourſelves; but to tranſmit 
them, in full maturity, to a GAT ETUI 
PosSTERITY. ? OE Yo Sel 


